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oti) Day of Prayer. | Remember we are praying to an Almighty 
Let The week of prayer for young men, which | | Saviour. 
» ands annually observed by Young Men’s Chris- | ee: 
rangtfitian Associations throughout the world, is| A Glance at the Association Work 
ng ‘OB drawing nigh. It begins on Sabbath, Nov. | throughout the World. 
gth. It is customary for colleges to observe | ‘Thirty-five years have passed since the first 
socia-Bl that day, and the influences set in operation | Young Men’: Christian Association was formed 
states, Har this time frequently impart a spirit of ear- | in the City of London. 
Well nestness to the Association work which con- Since then organizations have multiplied, 
to be inves throughout the entire year. until to-day they exist in all quarters of the 
Are the College Associations arranging for world. They are distributed as follows : 
its observance? Don’t fail to do so. Have United States and Canada..... ...... 1100 
ation? union meeting of the students at some hpur Great Britain............. 000. ose Saw 
. ‘ NOUN.  atvoa s acudaedcvulycueh sts 300 
awe: ofthe dav. Let it be a meeting for prayer. VER eatin pear ert nes 
“eceive If say one is so full of good news that he can’t von buliambs wane smaibeake 180 
‘nthe help speaking, let him do so briefly ; but let Oa wks ors. cond Sade , paabatanel 65 
vill be nothing turn the meeting from the channel of | DONE. is . cst os dees sehen eoinsancy, ae 
whose Prayer. There are times when we need to | Other Nations of Europe... .. seeceees 5° 
ed not turn away from the very best of human Australia, Syria, Japan and China,..... a: 
ae ae wisdom, and seek for that which comes from 2400 
above. This is such a time. The direc- A significant feature of the above statistics 
tion of this great work demands wisdom | is that the work is not confined to nominally 
he ausgWhich men cannot supply. Therefore let us | Christian countries. Already we have re- 
Y ounggask for it from Him “‘ Who giveth to all men | ports of Associations in Cairo, Beyrout, 
tral of@liberally.” Smyrna, Damascus, Jerusalem, Nazareth, 
Fourth’ Let the leader make a statement at the be- | Calcutta, Hong Kong, and Yokohama. 
Morsegginning of the meeting concerning the condi- The membership of these Associations ap- 
, Jr., option and extent of Association work, and let | proximates 200,000. 
1e com-gevery one understand its fundamental object, Every three years a World’s Convention is 
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, the salvation of the young men of the| held. The last Triennial. Conference met 
orld. It may require great faith to pray for | at‘ Geneva, Switzerland, in August, 1878. 
puch a cause, but let us pray with the faith of | Eleven nations were represented by 207 dele- 
spurgeon, who cried, “Lord, we are not| gates. The American delegation numbered 
ven satisfied with the salvation of thousands, | forty-one persons. The Con‘erence appointed 
We want every soul in the City of London,” | an International Central Committee, with a 
So let our hearts for once, if possible, embrace | quorum at Geneva and one member from 
he young men of both hemispheres, each country represented. 
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COLLEGE BULLETIN. 





The oversight of the work of the Associa- 
tions of the United States and Canada is en- 
trusted to an International Committee chosen 
by the International Convention, which meets 
biennially. The committee consists at pre- 
sent of twenty-five members, a quorum of 
which resides in New York, the headquarters 


of the committee. The following are the 


| 


| the publication of information concerning the 
| College work. 


Ill. Conventions. —Over 2¢0 students nave 


_represented at least 50 coileges at 20 conven. 


tions. The sole object which called these 


_men together was to consider this question: 


departments of the International work, all of | 
which are directly presided over by secretaries | 


appointed by the International Committee : 


Work at the Home Office, - Richard C, Morse, 
General Secretary. 
Western Work, 
In New England and the South, T. K. Cree, ai 
Railroad Work, - - -  E, D. Ingersoll, mn 
College Work, - - - L. D. Wishard, a 
German Work, - - F. Von Schluembach, 5 
Among Colored Young,Men, - H. E. Brown, “ 
In addition to the above, efforts are heing 
made in behalf of the 150,000 Commercial 


been appointed. 

Such is a mere glance at the present condi- 
tion of Association work. The above facts 
are submitted in order that they may be 
brought before the attention of college stu- 
dents on the Day of Prayer. 


The Inter-Collegiate Work. 
The following is a condensed report of the 
first two years of the Inter-Collegiate Work : 


** What can we do to lead our fellow stu- 
dents to Christ ?”’ 

Just to what extent this question has been 
answered will be seen near the close of this 
report. The influences which have been com. 


_municated to our colleges from these conven. 


| 
i 
| 
| 
} 


tions have been most fruitful in imparting 
Robert Weidensall, Secretary. | 


enthusiasm to the work, and supplying prac- 
tical information with which the enthusiasm 


has been sustained. 





IV. Visitation.—'T he College Secretary has 
visited 30 colleges. The plan pursued in 
these visits is to meet the students individually 


|and collectively, confer with them about the 
Travelers, for whom as yet no secretary has | 


interests of the work, and aid them in so far 


_as he is able by such suggestions as are con- 


stantly being developed by experience and 
observation. 

V. Results. —The very appropriate ques- 
tion is, what has been accomplished by this 
vast expenditure of time and effort : 

1. Associations now exist in 60 colleges, 


| half of which have been organized since the 
_Inter-Collegiate work was inaugurated two 


I, Correspondence.—2000 letters have been | 


exchanged among students in 100 colleges. 
All of these letters have contained warm fra- 
ternal greetings and suggestions concerning the 


advancement of Christian work among stu- | 


dents. 


Il. Publication. — Six issues, or 


years ago. 

2. The older Associations have been greatly 
revived, 

3. The importance of Christian life and 


Christian work has commanded the attention 


about | 


14,000 copies of the College Bulletin have | 


been distributed among the 350 colleges of the | 


United States and Canada, six copies being 
sent toeach. 45 colleges in 21 States have 
contributed to the Bulletin. The Watchman 


has also been circulated extensively, and many with Christian men, 


colleges have subscribed for it. 
religious papers of many of the evangelical 
churches have also opened their columns for 


| 


of students as never before. 

4. The value of united prayer has been 
realized in a marked degree. 

5. A great impulse has been given to per- 
sonal work. 
College Association to seek out students just 
entering college, to give them Christian greet- 
ing, and invite them to identify themselves 
In this way many 4 


A committee is appointed by the 


The leading | student’s heart has been won at a time when 


he is most sensibly moved by a little personal 
attention. 
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6. An increased interest has been awakened 
in the study of the Bible. 

7. Revivals of religion have occurred in 
many of our colleges as a direct result of As- 
sociation work. While we do not believe 
in precise numerical statements about such 
matters, we feel that it is due the 2,000 mem- 
bers of the 60 College Associations of America 
to state that over 500 conversions have been 
reported to us during the past two years from 
colleges where the Y. M. C. A. exists. This 
is the great end toward which all our efforss 
should be directed. ‘* Christ for the students 
of the world, and the students of the world 
for Christ,” should be the motto of every 
College Young Men’s Christian Association. 


College Y. M. C. A. Constitution. 


The College Conference at Baltimore drew 
up a constitution which defines the work of 
a Christian Association in College, and pro- 
vides for the systematic prosecution of such 
work better than any document of a similar 
character we have ever seen. It is the out- 
growth of a long experience in the work, and 
represents the sentiments of every delegate at 
that Conference. The object had in view in 
its adoption was 

1. To embody in as simple and brief a form 
as possible the principles and practical methods 
of College Association work, 

z. To secure still greater unity among the 
existing Associations. To this end it is hoped 
that every College Association wiil obtain a 
copy of the constitution, and adopt it. 

A few words explanatory of several points 
in the Constitution may be of service. 

It provides for the election of officers every 
college term, which in most colleges is about 
every three months, 

The following reason was had in view in 
making this provision. It is well to distribute 
the responsibility connected with the dis- 
charge of such duties as are incident to the 
several offices as often as is expedient. Men 
need experience in just such work as the duties 
of an office impose, and it is not wise to con- 
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fine this experience to the few, as is the case 
We 
elect officers in our literary societies every 
college session, and in some colleges oftener. 
For the same reasons should we distribute the 
advantages which arise from an experience in 
office-holding in our Christian Associations, 

But it is noticed that the constitution also 
provides that the Corresponding Secretary shall 
be chosen annually from the incoming Funtor 
class. 


where elections only occur annually. 


Why chosen annually? Because the Cor- 
responding Secretary is the medium of come 
munication between the International Com- 
mittee and the College Association, and it is 
desirable for the convenience of the committee 
that this office be changed as seldom as pos- 
sible. It isa great deal of trouble to keep 
track of the address of the Corresponding 
Secretary when changes are so frequent. It 
would be a great advantage to the College 
Secretary of the Committee if the Associations 
would elect their Corresponding Secretary 
annually, and then introduce the second and 
even “‘ third term principle.” It is a matter 
of no little difficulty at the beginning of every 
college year to make up a list of college ad- 
dresses to whom letters may be written, the 
Bulletin sent, &c. 

In addition to this, if he be chosen from 
the Sophomore class, z. ¢., the incoming Junior 
class, the College Secretary will always have 
an address on his list, even if he should fail to 
receive the name of the newly-elected Corres- 
ponding Secretary immediately after his elec- 
tion. 

The other points in the constitution will be 
readily understood, Every section was care- 
fully considered by every delegate at the Con- 
ference, 

The College Secretary will be glad to cor- 
| respond with any Association concerning any 
| point in the constitution which may need fur- 
| ther explanation, 





The Association of Hillsdale College, Mich- 
| igan reports a revival. Remember their work 
| in the College Prayer Meeting. 
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Michigan College Conference. 

We have just returned from the Michigan 
Convention, which assembled in Ann Arbor, 
Oct. 9-12. The conference of students which 
met in connection with it was the largest ever 
held ata State Convention. ‘Twenty delegates | 
represented the following institutions: Olivet. 
Albion, Hillsdale, Kalamazoo, Hope, and the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College. In 
addition to these, twenty-two delegates were 
appointed by the Associations of the State 
University and Ann Arbor High School. The 


students attended all the sessions of the Con- 





vention, and held one separate meeting for 





the discussion of College Association work. 

Several Colleges which have not yet organ- | 
ized Associations, sent students to the Conven- 
tion for the purpose of inquiring into the pre- 
cise nature and object of the Inter-Collegiate 
work, and we fully expect to hear of several 
new College Associations in the near future. | 

nc fa se 
New Jersey College Conference. | 

A Conference of students was held in con- 
nection with the State Convention of New 
Jersey, which met at Morristown, Oct. 9-12. | 
The hearts of the students at the Michigan 
Convention were thrilled by the following 
message of fraternal greeting which came flash- 
ing over the wires from their fellow-students 
and co-workers of New Jersey: ‘‘ Watch ye. 
Stand fast in the faith. Quit you like men, 
Be strong.”” And seldom have we so fully 
appreciated the preciousness and inspiration 
there is in that unity and sympathy which 
exists among Christian workers, 

The College delegation at the New Jersey 
Convention included eight representatives from 
three institutions, Rutgers, Princeton and Cen- 
tenary Collegiate Institute. 

Mr. Harris, of Princeton, opened the Co!- 
lege topic with a paper which most clearly 
defines the character and aim of the College 
Association work. This paper will be pub- 
lished in an early number of the Watchman. 


College Conferences. 
The two opening Conferences which have 





been reported above indicate a hopeful con- 
dition of things for the coming year. 

The Colleges of New Jersey and Michigan 
responded most heartily to the call, and fifty 
students assembled at the two Conventions to 
discuss plans for the furtherance of their 
work, The following Conventions are to be 
held during the next three weeks. 

Kentucky Convention, Danville, Oct. 30- 
Nov. 2. 

Missouri Convention, Columbia, Nov. 6-9. 

The above Conventions wiil be held at 
important College centres. ‘There should 
be a full delegation of students at each. Let 


|every College be represented by, at /east, 


one delegate, and as many more as possible. 


| Appoint the delegates immediately, and send 


their names to the College Secretary, also to 
the Secretary of the Association where the 
Conventions are to be held. 


Considerable space is devoted in this num- 
ber to a presentation of the condition of Asso- 
ciation work throughout the world, and es- 
pecially among American Colleges, 

It is hoped that these facts will be brought 
before the attention of students at the meeting 
held on the Day of Prayer in November. 





The Watchman for Nov. ist will be largely 
devoted to the College work. Has your 
Association subscribed for this paper? Ir is 
a complete manual for the Christian worker. 


The Cortece Buttetin is published under 
the auspices of the International Committee of 
Young Men’s Christian Associations, the cen- 
tral office of which is in New York, corner 4th 
Avenue and 23d Street, Richard C. Morse, 
General Secretary. William Libbey, Jr., of 
Princeton College, is the member of the Com- 


mittee specially entrusted with the College 
Work. 


Att Communications To THE BULLETIN 


SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO 


L. D. WISHARD, 
College Secretary of the Committee, 
Princeton, N. J. 
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